Mole Valley Orienteering Club
(affiliated to British Orienteering)
www.mvoc.org
HOLMBUSH & BUCHAN COUNTRY PARK
South East League Event
Sunday 15th January 2012
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FINAL DETAILS

Mole Valley Orienteering Club welcomes you to Holmbush and Buchan Country Park for a SEOA League and Ranking Event
Event Centre Location & Travel options:  
Holmbush Farm Park, Nr Faygate, West Sussex (GR TQ229344, Post Code RH12 4SE).  
By Car: Look for the brown tourist signs for Holmbush Farm from the A264 main Crawley-Horsham road. From the East the last roundabout before the farm is ‘Bewbush Manor Roundabout. From the West the last roundabout before the farm is signed Faygate left and Colgate right. In either case, keep to the nearside lane after the roundabout and signal early to warn following cars that you are going to turn – this is a very fast dual carriageway! 
Please Note: Access from the eastbound carriageway (heading towards Crawley) is via a tunnel which may be problematic in the event of heavy rain [it was flooded when the Organiser made a site visit on 4th January]. If this is the case on the day, signs will be posted directing you on to the next roundabout to enter from the other direction.
As the Farm Park is closed we are able to use their all weather car park which is adjacent to the building we are using for Enquiries, Entries and Download.  Parking charge is £1 – please have your money ready to avoid delaying others.
Public Transport: Buses run past the site – check at www.travelinesoutheast.org.uk 
From Horsham Railway Station take the 200 (Stop K) to Holmbush Farm – 5 minutes before the hour, 20 minute journey.

From Crawley Railway Station take the 10 (Stand A) to Bewbush (Dorsten Sq). Change there for the 200 to Holmbush Farm – 9:07, 10.07 & 10:57, 20 minute journey inc. change of buses
Entries:  
Seniors: £8 before midnight on Sunday 8th, £10 after that date – discount of £2 for National & SEOA BOF Members. Juniors: £3 
Entry via www.fabian4.co.uk remains open until midnight on Thursday January 12th subject to the maximum number of maps available for each course
EOD will be available 09:30 – 12:00, whilst remaining map stocks last.  After the 12th, please contact the organiser – mikebolton2007@gmail.com or 07915 553282 – to book a map
SI electronic punching will be used.  

SI dibbers pre-booked on Fabian can be collected from Registration. They are also available to hire on the day for £1.  (There will be a £30 charge for lost dibbers).
Map and Control Descriptions:  
The original map was produced by Roger Maher in 2008 and has been regularly updated since by Mike Elliot, most recently in December 2011. 1:10,000 scale, A3, overprinted and waterproof.  
Control Descriptions and Legend will be on the map.  
Loose control descriptions will be available at the start.
Terrain (description courtesy of Mike Elliot):
Mixed forest on gently (very - honest) undulating terrain with varying runnability.

The East part of the area is Buchan Country Park which is looked after by West Sussex County Council who have been clearing the rhodies in preference to heather and heath.

The West part of the area (Holmbush Forest) is a working forest with a mixture of conifers and deciduous trees with a scattering of rhodies (but not as many in the far west as there were 6 months ago!!).

In both areas the remnants of the clearance works includes some humungous piles of vegetation which are NOT indicated on the map.

The map has been updated to reflect MOST of the clearance work carried out to date, however, due to the rapid rate of change it is likely that the map still has thickets that no longer exist on the ground.
	Course
	Length (km)
	Controls
	Climb (m)

	Black
	10.4
	30
	220

	Brown 
	9.0
	28
	185

	Short Brown
	7.8
	24
	175

	Blue
	6.4
	24
	135

	Short Blue
	5.4
	19
	125

	Green
	4.4
	16
	100

	Short Green
	3.7
	14
	85

	V Short Green
	3.2
	12
	70

	Light Green
	3.3
	13
	65

	Orange
	2.9
	12
	60

	Yellow
	2.3
	11
	50

	White
	1.6
	9
	40


There will be no String Course

SI Cards Version 8/9
Due to the age of some of the forest SI Units competitors with SI Cards Version 8 or 9 will need to swap for a Version 5 card (free).

Go to the download computer to arrange the free swap (not to registration) where you will be asked to leave your SI 8/9 Card as a "deposit".

SI cards Version 8 and 9 are, generally, those with 7 digits. If you have any doubt about which version of SI card you have go to the download computer and a check will be made for you.

Start, Finish and Clothing Dump:
The start and finish are approximately 1.2 km walk from the Event Centre.  They are close to each other and a clothing dump (unmanned) will be available where the routes diverge at about the 1km mark. Please bring a bag for your clothing as the area will be open to the weather.
Starts run between 10:00 and 12.30.  If you have pre-entered you can go straight to the start. Start slots are nominally – Very Early 10:00-10:30; Early 10:30-11:15; Late 11:15-12:00 and Very Late 12:00-12:30. If you expect to take 90+ minutes for your course please start early.
A punching start will be used.  
Courses close at 14:00 and you must finish by this time even if you have not completed your course. Don’t forget to download on your return to the Event Centre.
Safety:  
Basic First Aid kit and support are available at Enquiries.  Details of A&E units at Redhill and Haywards Heath are held there as well.
It is recommended that whistles are carried.  In the event of severe weather we may require that cagoules are worn and, if so, a notice will be posted at the event entrance from the Car Park.

Facilities: 
Portable Toilets are provided at the entrance to the Event Centre by the pedestrian exit from the Car Park.

Orange Squash and Water are available by the hut we are using for Enquiries, EoD and Download
Unfortunately the Farm Park and its associated catering facilities will be closed – this is the time of year that they take their annual holiday. However we have negotiated access to the children’s playground (which is extensive!) so there should be plenty to entertain the younger orienteers and space for a picnic if the weather is favourable. Use of the playground is ‘at your own risk’. Please ensure that you supervise your children.

There will be no traders.

Courtesy to others:  
The area is popular with horse riders and walkers.  Please show them consideration.  Dogs are allowed on a lead in the farm and under close control on the area.

Results:  
Will be available at the MV website as soon as possible after the event. www.mvoc.org  
Event Officials:
Organiser: Mike Bolton (MV) – contact details – mikebolton2007@gmail.com or 07915 553282
Planner: 
Keith Masson (MV)                      Controller: 
Vince Joyce (SO)
Last minute changes:  
Please visit the MV web site before travelling to check for last minute changes or new information about this event. www.mvoc.org 

**You are responsible for your own safety and you take part in this event at your own risk**
